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W I S C O N S I N  

5.. 2004 

J. Secretary 

Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve 
20th Street Constitution 

System 

Washington, DC 20551 


Docket No.R-1181 


Mi-. Robert E. 
Exccutivc 

Corporation 

550 17th

DC 20439 

838 


Attention: 

Division 
Public Room 
Office of the Comptrollerof
250 Street, SW 

1-5 
Washington, 
202-874-4448 
Attention: Docket No. 

Office 

of

1700 . 

DC 20552 


202-906-6518 

NO. 

RE:Community ReinvestmentAct Regulations 

Rear 

The Wisconsin Association is the largest 
association Wisconsin and 320 state and nationally chartered 

banks and and loan associations located throughout 
state. appreciates the to comment on the proposed amendments to 
The Reinvestment Act or regulations. 
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The Should The Definition of g 
The Assets Threshold Assets. 

i The 
b& 

the Agencies’ to of 
and that be the institution

Reinvestment examination. The propose threshold 
a n d  to of the d $250 &n to $500&n 

This proposal is clearlya major step an of 
ReinvestmentAct and should burden on those 

for e&&n. d However, the $500 
threshold. nearly 

to reduce un-kd 
ago, is no to 

intent of on small  
. the last the burden on been 

explosive,including massive new under USA
privacy of the But the nature of small 
has not changed. 

When a small bank or and ban comply
requirements of e costs and on

For the 
among other that 

time services and begin to geocode a l l  loansthat 
might have imposes a higher regulatory drains 

and personnel from helping to the credit needs of the institution’s 

for the  of 
small on lending, which the d institution does, be 
entirelyconsistent withthe purpose of which is to ensure thattheAgencies evaluate 
how help to the credit needs of they

to $1billion have d effect on themount of 
I 

assets under the more comprehensive large test.And, pursuant:
the Agencies’ own the from$250 to $500 would reduce total 
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industryassets covered large by less 
December 31,2003, LU $1 
of to by only about 
85%). additional provided be reducing the 

500 banks, savings and and loan 
(compared to a $500 threshold). the the 

a t  &enrim 
quote the Agencies in the proposal, not of 

depositoryinstitutionssubjectto to help m e t  needs of 
Instead, the  changes are the burden 

associated institutions under 

To the asset-size of eligible 
forthe dinstitution process as a step in 

the and in 
supports * for

, it that of a 
a to 

of will bc for of 
credit needs of some of 

the and burdensome elements of the 
in 

and Practices Not Be Amended 
Because Address Abusive 

TO be and its members detest predatory and abusive lending practices. 
fact, the has worked for over two years to leading legislation fox 

we are happy to that the legislation haspassed both slate 
senate and and now awaits Governor Doyle’s signature. 

opposes regulationsthat expand existing provisions, 
which activities that considered or “abusive.” 

regulationsalready expressly provide thatviolations of laws can 
an CRA 

practices should 
laws for that as 

Act, and Equity Act, 
Act, and the Trade Act. 

the of or predatory 
lending legislation. 

in and 
address predatory or abusive practices, the fails to how 
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CRA will to 
curb of costs 
resulting of CRA to detect and dctcr would 
not be bccausc are for 
of thcae Therefore,the adamantly and osed to 

to the in

The recognizes the Community Reinvestment and is 
supportive of the ongoing to ensure the Act to i ts  
purpose. Therefore, supports proposed changes to small, 
institution asset-size Agencies to increase the asset to 
$1 billion rather $500 However, the resolutelyopposes any 

to the Act's expand related to credit 
terms and practices. 

urges the to consider these comments and on these very 
issues. Once again, the appreciates the to submit 

on the proposed revisions to the 

Sincerely, , 

Executive Vice 
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